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TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 



The original of this traDslation was found 
at Cairo, wiiere it had escaped the researches 
of the French Savons, -who, though successful 
in collecting many valuable Oriental books 
and manuscripts, failed in their endeavours 
to procure a satisfactory explanation of the 
Hieroglyphics. Literary, as well as military, 
acquisitions excite great interest. After the 
harvest of the membeis of the French 
Institut, the less expectation there was of 
gleaning with success in the field of Egyptian 
literature, the greater satisfaction a discovery 
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11 TKANSLATORS PBEfACE. 

Jike this must give, and the more the acqui- 
sition of such a manuscript, equally new 
and interesting, deserves to be appreciated. 

Tlie account of its contents and author is 
as follows: — ^The author lived a thousand 
years ago, in the time of the caHif Abdul Malik 
Bin Marwdn. His surnames would be suf- 
ficient to prove that he was a Caldearit Na- 
hqtheatty or perhaps a Syrian by birth, if he 
did not tell us himself that he translated a 
work treating on the hieroglyphics and secrets 
of Hermes, froip his mother-tongtfe, the J^a- 
patkean, into Arabic. 

AU Ab4t{r-ra^id Alha-koyi informs us in his 
Geography of Egypt (extracts of which are 
given by citizen Marul in the Egyptian 
decafle) that in the year two hundred ^nd 
five and twenty pf the Hegira, a book was 
tbqnd in Egypt cpntaining a notice of the 
construction of the pyramids and other Egyp^ 
tian antiquities, w4'itteninunknown characters, 
and translated at last by a monk of the coa- 
vent of Cfl/mpoff. This discoYery proves to 
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fee coeval with the tinle our authbr wrote his 
book, which was finished in the year two 
hundred and forty one. 

It is very likely that he had the.m^ans of 
perusing Uiis translatiob of the Monk. 

He deposited the original of the book be- 
fore us (as ve are acquainted by himself) in 
the library of the calif abOTe-mentioned. 
This prince (one of the most enlightened of 
his dynasty) rivalled his great predecessors 
H6r&n ArrashUd and MdmOn in the encou* 
ragement given to the progress of the sciences^ 
and to the translation of mathematical and 
philosophical works iirom the Greek and 
Syriac iitto Arabic . 

Ckalabizaade Hadshi Kkalfa^ the great 
Oriental encyclopaedist and bibliographer, 
gives us in his Bibliographical Dictionary an 
account of the work's of our author, and 
mentions him ais one of the most celebrated 
translators that ever enlarged the empire of 
Arabic literature by pi^ecious translations froai 
fbreign. languages. 
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IV TRANSLATOa S PREFACE. 

Having thus made the reader acquainted 
with the merits of the author, it becomes ne- 
cessary to say every thing that may be con* 
sidered essential on the merits of the work it- 
self; independent of the praises which have 
been bestowed on it by different Arabic au- 
thonj, who never mention it without ex- 
pressing the utmost regard for it. 

Though according to the Arabic title it is 
supposed to contain only the explanation of 
unknown alphabets, it gives beside a key to 
ike hieroglyphics, and in the same chapter a 
curious account of the different classes of the 
Egyptian priests^ their initiation and sacrifices; 
so that we may consider its contents under 
these three heads. 

. Although it is difficult to say how many of 
the eighty alphabets herein deciphered may 
have , been really used by nations, or how 
many letters in every one alphabet may have 
been disfigured and misrepresented either by 
the want of sufficient information in our 
author himself, or by the ignorance and 



Digitized byGoOgIc 



TKAVSLATOR S TEEPACE. V 

Uundeta of the copyists ; yet it is not pre- 
suiDptiou to assert, that real truth lies at 
the bottom of most of them, and that those 
which were not alphabels for common writing, 
were used as cipher amongst difiereot 
Oriental nations. Hie proof of which is evi- 
dent from the circumstance, that some among 
these alphabets are used even at this day 
amongst Turks, Arabs, and Persians, as a kind 
of secret cipher for writing, without being 
understood by the generality. The commonest 
of them is the alphabet called by the author 
the tree alphabet. 

The first three alphabets of the first chapter, 
viz. the Cu^Ct Maghrabinf and Numeral^ or In- 
dian alphabet, are universally known. 

Cujh inscripUons are found through the 
whole extent of the ancient empire of the 
Arabs, in Arabia, Feraia, Syria^ ^gypt-> Sicily, 
and Spain, 

The MaghraUn or Andalusian alphabet is 
the common character used at this moment 
■ in Morocco, and throughout the northernmost 
part of Africa. 
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VI TRANSLATORS PREFACE. 

The numeral or Indian charabter is knowh 
to every ime Arab or Persian, 'and to hiany 
Europeans; it is also known that in many of 
the Oriental' languages, as well as in the 
Greek, alphabetical letters are used fof num- 
bers. The numerical signs* (called by lis 
Arahicy and by the Arabs more properly In- 
dian numbers) used vice versa for letters, form 
dn alphabet, which is generally knb*n, add 
particularly used in the daftard&mt or treasury 
office, for accounts. 

The seven alphabets contained in the se- 
cond chapter merit the utmost attention frOm 
every Orientalist. The Hebrew, Syrian and 
Greek are already known to us; the Nabatheati 
and Masnad or Himydric we have heard oiF 
in history ; but the Lacam and Cerrebian 
alphabets are unknown even by name. 

The difference of the Hebrew, Syrian, and 
Greek letters from the usual alphabets of 
these languages may be, perhaps, mere mis- 
takes of the copyist, but in spite of this 
conjecture, they deserve the closest examina- 
tion, for the author, by birth a Caldedn or 
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Nabathean, must Itaye been well acquainted 
-Tyith the ori^nal form of these alphabets. 

The Himif^ric or Masnad alphabet is very 
pften mentioned in Oriental and European 
books, but thia is the first specimen which 
has appeared of it.* 

"Whether the BarraU alphabet is the al- 
phabet of the people called Barrahars, or 
whether the Lacami alphabet is originally an 
Abyssinian one, are questions difficult to 
decide. 

The alphabets of the third, fourth, ^flh, 
Kxth, and seventh chapters, beaiing the name^ 
of {Janets, constellations, philosophers, and 
kings may be considered as so many Oriental 
ciphers, which, at the time they were col- 
lected in this book, were, perhaps, named 

* " As to the Himy&ric letters, or those which are 
inentioned by the name of Alnuunad we are still in totitl 
darkness, the traveller 'Nicbuhr baving been unfortuoately 
prevented from viutiog some ancient monuments in Yemen 
v hicb are swd to have inscnpUons on them." 

§ii William Jones's foortb anniversary Diacoorse. 
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after some celebrated men, to whom their 
invention was ascribed. The names them- 
selves (as is commonly the case in all transla- 
tions from a foreign language into Arabic) 
are so strangely altered and disfigured, that 
it was possible, but in very few cases, to 
guess the real meaning of them, and to trans> 
late them with the true original name. 

The Mimshim^ antidiluvian, or primeval al- 
phabet deciphered in the last chapter, is 
highly interesting ; for it shows the transition 
of the hieroglyphics from being signs ex- 
pressive of words to the signification of 
simple letters ; and the existence of such a 
liieroglyphical alphabet is sufficiently proved 
by the observations made on old Egyptian 
monuments ; it shows, at the same time, the 
different modifications of the old Syrian and 
Caldean alphabets. 

It is left to the reader to make the com- 
parison between these characters and the 
known Oriental alphabets. 

We proceed now to the hieroglyphics called 
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TBANSLATORS PREFACE. IX 

in Arabic Hermesian alphabets, from HermeSt 
wlio, according to Oriental history, was the 
first king of the ancient Egyptians. It is 
impossible to clear up entirely the darkness 
in which the history of this triple Hermes is 
involved. He is, however, evidently the 
Hermes Trismegistta of the Greeks, and pos- 
sibly the same with the triple R6ma of the 
Indians. 

The old kings of Egypt are comprehended 
hy us und^ the general name of Pharaohs. 
The Oriental historians divide them into three 
dynasties, viz. 1. the Hermesian ; 2. the Pha- 
raohs; and 3. the Coptic or properly Egyptian 
kings. To the first, and particularly to Hermes 
the threefold himself, they ascribe the tombs, 
catacombs, temples, palaces, pyramids, obe- 
lisks, sphinxes, and all the royal, funeral, re- 
ligious, and astronomical monuments, which 
astonish the traveller in Upper Egypt. But 
incapable of distinguishing them, or of 
finding out their true appropriation, they 
believe all of tliem to have been constructed 
c 
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for the purpose of hiding treasures, of raising 
spirits, of telling fortunes and future events, 
of performing chemical operations, of at- 
tracting affection, of repelling evils, or of 
indicating approaching enemies; and they 
call them, according to these supposed pur- 
poses, treasure chambers, conjuring buildings, 
astrological tables, alchemical monuments, 
magical spells, talismans, and magic alarm- 
posts. 

The secrets of the contents of these monu- 
ments, or of the arts by means of which they 
are erected, were expressed, as they believe, 
by the hieroglyphics upon them, which being 
invented bj Hermes^ and kept secret by his 
descendants, were called the Hermesian al- 
phabet.* 

This specimen of Oriental writers being 
known to us, it is difficult either to confirm 

* lliis idea of impervious secrecy is obviooa in the ex- 
pression come down to us of a thing being hermetically 
closed or sealed. 

As there occurs in the course of the manuscript a great 
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or to contradict the explanation of our 
author. 

The mdst reasonable objections which can 
be made against the explanation of many of 
the hieroglyphics is counterbalanced by the 
evident truth, that a great many of them are 
known to have been invariably used in 
astronomy and chemistry for expressing the 
same objects ; if the meaning of some of them 
does not prove satisfactory, there are others, 
to the truth of which no important objection 

nnoiber of words relative to magical arU and charms, we 
submit here to the reader the translation of the principal 
ones: 



Treasure chambers. 
Conjuring buildings. 
Astrological tables. 
Alchemical monuments. 
Ma^cal spells. 
Talismans, 
Magic alarm-posts. 
Inscriptions. 
Secrets of the stars. 
Conjuring spirits. 
Fumigations, 



Compounds; philtres. 

Alchemistry. 

The knowledge of spirits. 

Planet-rings. 

Magic black-art. 

Magician, 

Soothsayer. 

FriesL 

Pyramids. 

Secrets, mysterious things. 
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can be made. Such are the hieroglyphics men- 
tioned to have been represented on the tombs 
for conveying to posterity the character, mode 
of life, and death of the person buried therein. 
The seven figures (see hieroglyphics, original 
p. 124,) said to have been engraved on the 
tombs of men killed by violent death, show 
evidently the different modes of it: Ught- 
ning, decollation, bite of a serpent, death by 
a hatchet, by poison, by a poniard, or by 
strangulation. The same concordance be- 
tween the hieroglyphical sign, and the object 
meant, will be discovered by a close inspec- 
tion of the four tables of hieroglyphics. 

It will be sufficient to mention here a single 
instance of original merit, and a true disco- 
very made by this manuscript, viz. the name 
of one of the most interesting hieroglyphics, 
which, after the explanation given by the au- 
thor, is evidently what Kirdter calls anima 
mundif but tlie ancient name of which never 
has yet been explained. It is written Bah&midt 
add translated into Arabic by the word at^. 
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It is superfluous to recall . here to the me- 
mory of the reader the great antiqurty and 
mysterious sense of the idolatrous veneration 
in which this calf has been continually held. 
It is superfluous to repeat any thing that has 
been said on the worship of Apis in Egypt, 
renewed by the Israelites in the worship of 
the calf* and preserved at this moment in 
the mysterious rites of the Druses. Let us 
remember only a circumstance which shows 
wonderfully the concordance and relation of 
the name oi Bah&mid and Its translation. 

Bqhumed or Bahumet is related in the 
History of the Templars to have been one of 
their secret and mysterious formulas, with 
which they addressed the idol of a calf in 
their secret assemblies. Different etymo- 
logical explanations and descriptions of this 
word liave been brought forward, but none 
surely so satisfactory as this, which proves 
that the Templars bad some acquaintance 
with the hieroglyphics, probably acquired in 
Syria. 
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If, therefore, the explanaltoD of the hiero- 
glyphics given in this book deserves attention, 
the account of the four classes of Egyptian 
priests, their initiation, and sacrifices, is no 
less interesting. 

In what a curious and new light do the 
catacombs of Sacara, containing the mummies 
of birda, appear by the account of those 
animals being embalmed at the initiation of 
tlie priests, wrapped up in a greater or lesser 
quantity of linen, and deposited in pits? 

How evident does it become that the 
Judaic law of the first-born being offered to 
the Lord on the temple's thi-eshold, is of Egyp- 
tian origin P 

How interesting would it be to ascertain 
whether any of the thirty-two inscriptions 
seen by the author near Bagdad are actually 
to be found, or whether the shape of the 
letters of some pieces of poetry found by 
modern travellers in the neighbourhood of 
the ruins of Babylon, bear any resemblance 
to the Chaldean, Nahatheartf Sahean, or Curdtc 
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alphabets ? Certain it is that, though reason 
and fancy, truth and fable, may have con- 
tributed an equal share to the composition, 
of this book, it must be considered notwith-r 
standing as one of the most curious, the most 
interesting, and the mo£t valuable manu- 
scripts that have been found among the trea- 
sures of the East; and the translation, it is 
hoped, will be thought an acceptable gift to 
the curious and learned. 

Having lately found in the bibliograpliical 
work of Hadji Calfuy and in another Encyclo- 
pedia, some notices about the author of this 
Treatise, and some other of his works, I have 
judged that a transcript of them, with a 
translation, would not be uninteresting in this 
place. 

In the bibliographical and encyclopedlal 
work of Heuiji Calfot entitled, U-1 ^ ^^jM >,a,',< 
0^\ J wifll i. e. Elucidation of the Names of 
Books and Sciences, we find under the article 
n^,4i»~ Philosophy^ where the names of the 
most famous translators under the califii are 
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enumerated, the following passage: **la-j ^^1, 
Liyi\ A\ iJa-ill ^ J5i and Ibn Wahsijih tmt 
employed in translating from the Nabatkean into 
Arabic. 

In another epcyclopedial work, the title 

of which is, |»J*H (.jU Ji^\ 4 ^ljj)i t^, The 
well-arranged Pearls of scientt/tc Instruction^ 
we become acquainted with the titles of some 
other curious works translated by our author. 
Under the article L*j^ Ac is the following pas- 
sage: kJl^cU^^ljAi^y^jiJI i^UohSl^ i_^^j 
And among the oldest books u pon this 
science is the Sidrat ul muntahi, (The Tree of 
Paradise) translated 6y Ibn Wahshih from 
the Nabatkean. 

In the same work under the head L4--> Ae. 
Natural Magic, (which they distinguish from 
^ or Supernatural Magic.,) we are told that 
Natural Magic is divided into two branches^ 
the first treating of the knowledge of the 
particular properties of plants, metals, ani- 
mals, &c. ; and the second, of the composition 
and construction of artificial mactiioes; after 
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which the autfaor lays— 4 »jr^\ v^^ c^ ^ 
x«^ ^ '^ t^ lailuwit! JijVi ^\ Among the 
ftoofti wrUtea cm tbejirri branch u that entitied 
TtM^m^t^ that » Pmtrifei^ionBt tranalated from 
the Nabathean by Ibk Wahshxh. 

Finallj tioder the heikd of Im^i Aa Science of 
Agricultwey as tlw most classicalof all books 
is quoted A^i^y ^1 Ja Ux^Ji ^.JUll The Agricul- 
ture of tfte Nabathearm, m trarulatioti of Ibn 
Wahshih. a copy o£ this work, if I ara 
not mistaka], may be fouadin the Bodleian 
Litnaiy at Ovfbrd. See also Heibeiot uader 
fbe word fUoActf. 



Since writing liie above, I have discovered 
iJiBt tins rare book was not unknown to Kir- 
-cher, wibo ia Us woikon Uie Hieroglyphics^ 
under ibe first paragraph, Qccanohym operit^ 
says: ** Quatuor lustra jam prope eguntur — 
** qw-HRoniMA ttt in ebeliscis Ronaais spe- 
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" ciraen quoddam exhiberem hieroglyphicse 
« interpretationis, e Gallia vocor, cujus litr 
« teraturae huciisqueincognitse expervetusto 
'* Arabico codice instaurationem me moUri 
" fama ferebatur." 

And farther below in the same epistola 
parctnetica talking of his means, and namiiig 
difiTerent authors, he concludes the enumera. 
tion bj saying; ** quos inter pnncipem san^ 
<' locum obtinet Ahen Vaschia." Then again 
page 109 in the text naming his Arabic au- 
thors — " Gelaleddertt Ahen Kegel, et Ahen 
*' Valmbia de cultuM .SlgypUonira, et libro 
" de antiquitatffi vitte, moribus, litteris vete- 
<* rum ^gyptionim, quos penes me habeo, 
« ex quibus baud cxiguum ad Hieroglyphi- 
" cum institutionem subsidium allatum est." 
And then: " Nam Ahen WahscUa — primus 
»« ^gyptios libros in Unguam Arabicam trat^^ 
" tulit, quern nos Meliise inter spolia Tuf- 
» corum repostum singular! Dei providentift 
•* arabicum reperimus." 

Now though these quotations shew that the 
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manuscript was not, as I supposed, unknown, 
yet they enhance the value of it by the worth 
attached to it by a man like Kircher. The 
s&me work is now I believe at Paris, wliere 
there has lately been a great t^k of the ma- 
nuscript alphabets at the imperial library 
transported from Rome; which renders the 
publishing of it iu England the more interest- 
ing. Kircher found his copy at Malta amongst 
the Turks, and I this at Cairo amongst the 
Arabs. 

The author mentions his having deposited 
this work in the treasury of AhdolmeUc in the 
year 214. Now the Calif just named reigned 
in the middle of the first century of the Hejira, 
and unless there was a public establishment 
of treasury or library founded by that Calif, 
and still bearing his name, wherein Ibn 
Wahshili may have deposited it in the year 
214, long after the death of the Calif, it is im- 
possible to reconcile those dates, particularly 
as all my endeavours to find anywhere else 
the time wherein Ibn IValuh^ lived, hays 
proved fruitless. 
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The foHowingi Table shewing the powers 
of the Arabic letters in Roman characters 
will be useful to those who may not be ac- 
quainted with them. 

1 oj^ has the power oF A. 

CJ fa dilio T. 

O w diKo ^ by lome pntiounoed &ca ih in ibo 

— Jim has lbs povm o£ J, ^glisbr. 

^ Ad ditto H, very much aipinitcd. 

KU, aguUijrdioirodlikecheCcriiiajiali 

D. 

Z, by tame jironaiiiiKil Idee A in tite 
Engliih word tAow. 



^tu 


ditto 


J dM 


ditto 


j >tf 


ditto 


jr6 


dim 


i^ 


ditto 


^^„ 


ditto 


ylrtM 


ditto 


j.«a 


ditto 


^M 


ditto 


•.u 


ditto 


■s, >d 


ditto 



SH, English. 

S, with a strong effert fmn the thrau. 

Z, with a unng efliirt fTenutbe ibroUf 

by some prawuiiced like a. d wtih 

a gultUTal sound.. 
T, with a guttural sound. 
Z, with a guttural souod. 
» <gm ditto A, with % stieog eftn &md Ac threat. 
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t«*wl 


bai the power 


ofGH, or ratlm tlie Nonbumljriu K. 


^/4 


dino 


F. 


Jfcif 


ditu 


E, Yorbaid. 


C/k&ii^dto 


K. 


JM" 


ditto 


L. 


sr 


ditto 


U. 


ditto 


N. 


jirf. 


ditto 


Wandii, 


> u 


ditto 


Hiort. 


sf^ 


ditto 


ymdt. 
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AUTHOR'S PREFACE. 

X BAisc to God, and health to his servants, who 
have pure hearts. Amen ! My c^ject is to col- 
lect the nidimeDts of alphabets used by antient 
nations, doctors and learned philosophers in their 
books of science, for the use of the curious and 
studious, who apply themselves to philosophical 
and mystic sciences. 

Each alphabet is represented in its old shape 
and form, the original name of it recorded, and 
the power of the characters written underneath 
with red ink* in Arabic letters, to the end that 
they may be better distinguished. 

I have arranged the work in chapters, and 
entitled it, The long desired Knowledge of occult 
Alphabets atlaimd. With the aid of God > 



* This distiDctioD, forobvioiu reasoni, has not been imiuted 
in the printed copy. 
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[3] 

AN 

EXPLANATION 

OF 

ANCIENT ALPHABETS AND 
HIEROGLYPHICS,,&c. 

CHAPTER I. 

Tiu three usual (Oriental) alpltabels, viz : the CuBc, 
the Maghrabin, and the Indian. 

Section I. The Cttfic alphabet. Our Lord 
Ismael (peace be with him I) was the first who spoke 
Arabic, and who wrote the Gufic, of which 
nine different sorts were used. The ground of all 
ofthem is theCufic alphabet, known by the name 
of iSurt. (See page 4 of the Arabic text beginning 
from the right.) 

Section II. The Maghrabin (western) or Anda- 
lusian alphabet, (v. orig. p. 5-) 
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Section III. The Indian alphabet of three 
dificrent sortSf (v. orig. p. 6, 7, 8.) 

CHAPTER II. 

T/u seven most celebrated old alphabets. 

Section I. The ^n'un alphabet, (v. orig. p. g.) 
Section II. The old JTabaihtdk alphabet, (r. 
orig. p. 10 ) 

Section III. The /fir^^M' alphabet, (v. orig. 

p.n.) 

Section IV. The Berrabian alphabet, (v. orig. 
p. !3.) 

Section V. The Lukumian alphabet, (v. orig. 
p. 13.) 

Section VI. The Mu^iuid or [Haagraritic) al< 
phabet, (t. orig. p. 14-) 

Section VII.- The Greek alphabet, commonly 
called the alphabet of the phiiosophcra, (v. orig. 
p. 14.) 

CHAPTER III. 

Tkt particular Alphabets (or rather fyphfrs) ^f thf 
seven most celebrated Philosophers. 

Section I. The alphabet of Hermes, (v. orig. 
p. 16.) 
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Section II. The alphabet of C/woukm, (v. 
orig. p. 17.) 

SictioN HI. The alphabet of PlatOf (v. orig. 
p. IS.) 

Section. IV. The alphabet of .^^(Ai^orflj, (r. 
orig. p. ig.) 

SiOTiON V. Thealphabet of Scalinust (v. orig. 
p.«0.) 

Seotion VI. Thealj^abetof iSWro/M, (r.orig. 
p.«l.) 

Section VII. The alphabet of JrutolU, (t. 
orig. p. S2.) 

CHAPTER IV. 

The four-and-twatty Alphabets, (or rather Cyphers,) ■ 
thai were used after the seven precedir^, by the most 
celebrated Philosophers and learned Men. 

Section I. The alphabet of BtUnas^ the phi- 
losopher, (▼. orig. p. £3.) 

Seotion II. Another StrraUan alphabet in* 
vented by the philosopher Soorid, (v. orig. p. 34.) 

Section III. The alphabet of the philosopher, 
Pherentius, who wrote therewith his philosophical 
books, (t. orig. p. as.) 
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Section IV. The Moallak, or Bospendcd al- 
phabet, invented by Vtolomjr the Greek, (v. orig. 
p. 26.) 

Section V. The Marboot or connected alpha- 
bet, invented by Marconos? the philosopher. He 
wrote therewith books on talismans, (v. orig. p. 

Section VI. The Giorgian alphabet, invented 
by philosopher Marjanos^ (v. orig. p, 28.) 

Section VII. The old JVabafhan alphabet, 
(v. orig. p. 29.) 

Section VIII. The red alphabet, invented 
and used by the philosopher Magnis, (v. orig. p..30-) 

Section IX. The Talisman alphabet, invented 
by the Greek philosopher Gkamighashir ? (v. orig. 
p. 31.) 

Section X. The mysterious alphabet, invented 
by Heliaoshy the Greek philosopher, who used 
it in his books, (v. orig. p. 32) 

Section XI. The alphabet of Costeodjis the 
Greek philosopher. He wrote in this alphabet, 
three hundred and sixty books on divinity, talis- 
mans, astrology, magic, influence of planets and 
fixed stars, and on the conjuration of spirits, (v. 
orig. p. 33 ) 

Section XII. The alphabet of Hermes Abootat 
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the philosopher. He wrote on the noble art (of 
philosophical aecrets.) He constructed in upper 
Egypt treasure chambers, and set up stones con- 
taining magic inscriptions, which he locked, and 
guarded by the charm of this alphabet,-eitracted 
from the regions of darkness, (v. orig., p. 34.) 

Section XIII. The alphabet of Colpkotorios 
the philosopher. He was deeply learned in the 
knowledge of spirits and cabalistic spells, ia 
talismans, astrological aspects, and in the magic 
and black art. Philosophers and learned men 
have used this alphabet in their books and writings 
in preference to others, on account of its different 
extraordinary qualities, (v. urig. p. S5>) 

Section XIV. The alphabet of Syourianas 
the philosopher, (v. orig. p. S^-) He wrote in 
this alphabet on astronomy, and the secrets of 
the stars ; on talismans, and their qualities ; on 
magic alarm-posts ; on the effects of planet-rings ; 
and on the invocation and conjuration of spirits. 

Seotion XV. The alphabet of Philaos the 
philosopher, (v. orig. p. 37.) He invented mira* 
culaus fumigations, marvellous compounds, talis- 
mans, and astrolo^cal tables. He constructed the 
treasure- chambers in the pyramids, and guarded 
Uiem with the charm of wonderful alarm-posts. 
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ScoTioN XVI. The alphabet of Dioscoridts 
the philosopher, commonly called the Tree al- 
phabet, {v. orig. p. 38.) He wrote on trees, 
shrubs, and herbs, and of their secret, useful, and 
noxious qualities in this alphabet, used since in 
their books by different philosophers. 

Seotion XVIL The Davidian alphabet, (v. 
orig. p. 38.) This alphabet was particularly used 
in India, and by many learned men in their writ- 
ings on medicine, philosof^y, and politics. It 
is one of the most celebrated alphabets. 

Section XVIII. The alphabet of />flno£raf/f 
the philosopher, (v. orig. p. 4O-) The Creek 
philosophers delighted very much in this alpha- 
bet, makiug use of it for the secrets and mysteries 
of their wisdom. They believed it to be the same 
with the Mercurial alphabet extracted from the 
regions of darkness. 

Section XIX. The alphabet of the Caphtic 
Egyptian philosophers, (v. orig. p. 4I.) In this 
they noted their calculations and indications, and 
wrote the inscriptions 00 their treasuries, and the 
secrets of divinity. Kophfrm, one of Noah's de- 
scendants, invented this alphabet. It is even now 
used in calculation. 

SiCTiON XX. The Farganian alphabet, (v. 
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orig. p. 42.) It was invented by seven Roman 
philosophers^ who wrote a great number of hooka 
on cbymistry, magic, and medicine. Their prin- 
cipal was Diojdnes, the great Roman king. This 
alphabet was much celebrated in his time, but is 
now forgotten. 

Section XXI. The alphabet of Zosimus^ a 
Jew philosopher, (v. orig. p. 43.) This alphabet 
was very much re6ned by the Hebrew philoso- 
phers, who made use of it for writing their holy 
books deposited in Jerusalem. 

Section XXII. The alphabet of MarsK&l the 
philosopher, (v. orig. p. 44-) He was a wise and 
learned man, who wrote on diSerent arts and 
sciences. 

Section XXIII. The alphabet of ArCadjinis 
the Greek philosopher, (v. orig. p. 45.) He in- 
vented a great number of wonderful compounds, 
fumigations, royal theriacs, medicines, and cfiec- 
tual remedies. 

Section XXIV. The alphabet of Plato the 
Greek philosopher, (v. orig. p. 46.) It is said 
that each letter of this alphabet bad different im- 
ports, according to the affair and thing treated 
of. 
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CHAPTER V. 

The Mphaitis oflhi Seym Plaiuls. 

Section I. The alphabet of Saturn, (v. orig. 
p. 47.) 

Section II. The alphabet o^ JupiUr^ (v. orig. 
p.4S) 

Section III. The alphabet of Mars, or philo- 
sopher Behram, (v. orig. p. 49-) 

Section IV. The alphabet of the sun, the 
lord of heaven, (v. orig. p. 50.) 

Section V. The alphabet of Fenus, Anaiiis, 
the celestial dancer, (v. orig. p. 51.) 

Section VI. The alphabet of Mercury^ or 
Hetmes, the secretary of heaven, (v. orig. p. 52.) 

Section VII. The alphabet of the moon, 
(v. orig. p. 53.) 

CHAPTER VI. 

The Alphabets of the Twelve Constellations. 

Section I. The alphihet of Aries, under the 
influence of Mars, (v. orig. p. 54-} 
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Section II. The alphabet of Taurus, under 
the influence oP yeniis, (v. orig. p. 55-) 

Section III. The alphabet of the Gemini., 
under the influence of Mercury, [v. orig. p 66.) 

Section IV. The alphabet of Cancer, under 
the influence of the Moon, (v. orig. p. 57.) 

Section V. The alphabet of Leo, under the 
influence of the Sun, (v. orig. p. S^-) 

Section VI. The alphabet of the f^irgin, in- 
fluenced by Mercury, (v. orig. p. 59.) 

Section VII. The alphabet o( Libra, (v. orig. 
p. 60.) 

Section. VIU. The alphabet of Scorpiv, (v. 
orig. p. 61.) This alphabet was very much used 
by the Chaldeans in their impressions on hidden 
treasures, and in their books and writings con- 
cerning the secret influence of the planet Mars, - 
This alpliabet was transmitted by spiritual inspi- 
ration through Marshimine to the soothsaver 
Arbiasios, the Mabaihean. 

Section IX. The alphabet of Sagittarius, 
influenced by Jupiter, {v. orig. p. 62.) 

Section X. The alphabet of Capricorn - 
under the influence of Saturn, (v. orig. p. 63.) 
This alphabet was particularly appropriated to 
the use of the fiabytonian and Persi:ui philoso- 
phers, who kept it as a great secret. It was dJs- 
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covered after their extinction in their books, car- 
ried away by the Greeks. The Egyptian philoso- 
phers used it afterwards in their astronomical 
works, 

SecTiON XI. The alphabet of the sign Aquarius, 
under the influence of Saturn, (v. orig. p. 64.) 
It was particularly used by the Chaldeans and 
Sabeans in their incantation books, and also in their 
inscriptions relative to the science of spirits. . 

Section. XU. The alphabet of Pisces, (v. 
orig. p. 65.) 

CHAPTER VU. 

Alphabets of ancient Kings, viz: the Kit^s of Syria, 
the Hermesian Kings of Egypt, the Pharaohs, the 
Canaanites, Curds, Casdanians, Persians and 
Gophts. 

Section I. The alphabet- of king ^^rtfm the 
Syrian, (v. orig. p. 68.) In this alphabet he wrote 
all his books on the uiinulije of divinity, and 
natural law. 

Section II. The alphabet of king Resiut, the 
Egyptian Pharaoh, (v. orig. p. 69-) He constructed 
wonderful talismans and magical alarm-posts. 
All of them in this ancient alphabet 
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Section HI. The alphabet of king Kimas the 
Hermesian, (v. orig. p. 70.) He wrote two hun- 
dred books on astronomy, on the secrets of physic, 
and OQ the qualities of plants and minerals. 

Sectiom IV. The alphabet of king Mehrarish, 
(v. orig. p. 71.) He was a famous soothsayer, 
deeply experienced in philosophy and divinity. 
He wrote more than a thousand books on other 
sciences. 

Section V. The alphabet of king Taberinos 
the soothsayer, (v. orig. p. 13,.) One of the alpha- 
bets used by the Pharaohs in their inscriptions. 

Section VI. The alphabet of king Diosmos, 
the Egyptian, (v. orig. p. 73-) He was one of the 
Pharaohs most renowned for magic, talismans, 
and astrological tables. 

Section VII. The alphabet of king Berhemtos 
the Egyptian, (y. orig. p. 74.) This is one of the 
oldest alphabets used by the magicians and Pha- 
raohs in Egypt ; and it was transferred from these 
to the soothsayers of India and China. 

Section VIII. The alphabet of king Saaa, 
the soothsayer, (v. orig. p. 75.) He was one of the 
seven magicians, who were at the same time kings, 
doctors, toothsayers, magicians, and philosopheis, 
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who governed and cultivated Egypt, and built the 
great towns subsisting till this day. 

Section IX. The alphabet of king Belbeis,* 
(v. orjg. p. 76.) He built a town iouT /arsangs 
long, lull of admirable works, and wrote a great 
number of books in this alphabet. 

Section X. The alphabet of king CoplUrim, 
the Egyptian, (v. orig. p. 77.) He was a great 
master in the art of constructing talismans and 
admirable alarm-posts, treasure spells, and wonder- 
ful images. He wrote an Encyclopedia of all 
sciences in this alphabet. 



CHAPTER VIII, 

The Alphabets called Hermesian, r/z. of the Disci' 
pies of Hermes, or the first d/nasty ojihe Kings m 
Egypt, as we find them in the Writings of the 
Ancients. 

Every one of these kings invented, according 



* He was perhaps the founder of an old Egyptian town, Dear 
Betbeis, the ruins of which have been found by the French. Sea 
the first Volume of the D^ade Egyptienne, 
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to Ills own genius and understanding, a particular 
alphabet, in order that none should know them 
but the sons of wisdom. Few, therefore, are 
found who understand them in our time. They 
took the figures of different instruments, trees, 
plants, quadrupeds, birds, or their parts, and of 
planets, and fixed stars. In this manner these 
hieroglyphical alphabets became inaunierable, 
like the alphabets of the Indians and Chinese. 
They were not arranged at all in the order of our 
letters a, b, c, d, but they had proper characters 
agreed upon by the inventors of these alphabets, 
and which differed in their figure and order, viz. 
they expressed water by AAVv They understood 
the secrets of nature, and endeavoured to express 
every thing by an appropriate sign, so that they 
might express it by its appearance. 

Others followed the simple rules of geometry, 
deriving one alphabet from another, as the Coafie 
has been derived from the ^riim, the Hebreiv 
from the Chaldean, the Ltuin from tlie Greek, and 
others, in this manner, from some original. Who- 
soever wishes to become acquainted with all the 
nice points of the knowledge of alphabets, may 
inquire for the book entitled SoliUton of Secrets 
and Key of Treasures by Jaher Hayan Essoof^ wIiq 
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enters into all the necessary explanationg and de- 
tails of this art. Our object is only to mention 
the most celebrated of these alphabets of the 
Hermesians, (or hieroglyphics,) and to indicate 
their particular qualities ; for nobody is capable 
of giving a satisfactory explanation of them all. 
^God directs all things for the best. 
Section 1. Alphabet of the pbilosophei 
Hemies the great. 

This alphabet is used on the Obelisks, the Pyra- 
mids, the tnscriplion tables and stones ; the temples, 
and other old buildings, from the time of the first 
Pharaohs. It does not consist in a series of letters 
like other alphabets, but in expressions composed 
according to the arrangement made by Hermes 
the great. These expressions consist in innumera- 
ble figures and signs, which are to lead the mind 
directly, and immediately to the object expressed 
thereby, viz : there is a sign which signifies the 
name of God Almighty, simply and alone. If 
they wished to express one of the particular attri- 
butes of God they added something to the original 
sign, and proceded in this manner, as you will 
perceive by the alphabet in question. 

It is divided into three series, beside the celes- 
tial or supernatural objects. Let us begin with the 
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cel«tial objects, and the figures by which they 
Were expressed id the Hfrmesian language repre- 
seated as we have found them. 

■tT • nmnD • vJf • LI 

Ood. Th« Almighty. Tie AU-Cl«ment. IlieAytiger. 



Tbe AU-Powerfol. Tbe AD-Mercifal. The Nouiiiher. 
Tlw Destroying. Tli« Uving. The Omnisdetit. Anget. 

^ .©.©. 0- k- 

DeriL' Skjr. Star. Pl&net. Clood. 

¥■ • ^T' • ® . # . D 

lighb DarkiMM. Worid. - Air. Moon. 

^•^•l^ • © -El 

Situn. Jopitei. Hus. Sun. Sun. 
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VeDUS. Mercury. JuJta, 



€aticaf. Leo. Virgo. Ubra. Scorpfo. 



Water. Earth. The Four Elements. 

' These are the figures of such of the celesdat 
hieroglyphics, as we have been able to find aod 
make out ; and now we are going to represent the 
three other classes, according to. promise, with, ail 
the difiereot figures of the Hermeaian sflphaEntSa 
or hieroglyphics. 
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THE FIRST SERIES. 



^tTogt/-pkics to es^ress Wtrds rtUuive to Animal 
Actiojis and Affections. 

^ • "Ml . w • 4 • X • Dfl 

Ub. Death. Richnen. Poverty. Man, Womui. 

ngrnMl Good. Physical IiA. Moral Oood. Moral Evil. 



Sin. Joy. Sootmr. . Weeing. InteUecti. 

® . A • • n • e^' 

Spnt, Bodgr. Motioa. RmL Sleep. 



g Awake. Stupidity. Sa|^ty. Action. SAnkt. 
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Obtiriou. Undcratanding. Hninifity. Will. Qbodwuce. 

^ ^ on . fri • 1^ 

Cunning, Violent dcftth, ImprisonnwaL Socret. 



LnJ • 14 • O • ® • H 

Hkldn. MaJ. Sick. WeU. Unq 



OffBoding. Cutting. Hai^ng. Hum. Hour. 

Fortune. Science, Ignorance. Error. - ^uth. 

False. .Number. Geometry. OoTflnuHot SeitrBctioa. 

BuiUii^ StODe. Tre^ JeMi,... Bom. 
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. nkgin, Chol«r. 



.White; Bennett. Blacknen. Yellowness. . Green. 

^ • D • V • 4^ ' I 

Exlraikiii. Nurowness. Iifjuitice. Hostility, ' Thelt> 
JiMtioe. Burail^ Law uid Order, Going in. Going out. 
Standii^ Medicine, Remedy. Walkii^ Riding. Couuel, 

Devotioii. Enyer, ContrilioiK High PriesL Govemment, 



Tiom, Wicked. Learned. Just. Phiksophy, 
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EloqmDce. OppaMob. IWnbood. SecnU of NataN. 

n . ^ . -> . t^ 

CaswAies. Spintiial Secntt. Art. Weight 

^^ • ^ . VV • ^3 

Astronomy. lUisinans. Magic. Art of lunng and 

conjuring Spirit*. 



This figure U expressive or the most sublioao 
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wcret, ealled origbuUj Bahutei and KharuJ (or 
cilf), viz. ITte Seertt o/ihe nature of ike »vrld, or 
The Secret of Searets, or The Beginning and Relum 
■ef evevy thiag. 

To speak at length of t^is figure, is more than 
die limits of this book allow. We refer the curious, 
who wish for more explanation, to a book, which 
nfi have translated frcKn our JVabatkean language 
into^roAtc, and entitled: Sun. ef Suns and Moon of 
Moons, illuminating the diacorery of the Hemusian 
alphabets, or hiereglypkies, where he will be com* 
pletcly satisfied. 

The Hermesians let nobody into the secrets of 
their knowledge hut their disciples, lest the arts 
and sciences should be debased by being common 
awKigst the vulgar. They hid therefore their 
tacrets and treasures from them by the means of 
this alphabet, and by inscriptions, which could be 
read by nobody except the sons of wisdom and 
learning. 

These initiated scholars were divided into four 
classes. The first Class comprehended the sect of 
IheHardmisakAlAamni^aht-vthovreTeHldesceDdinta 
o^ Hermes the Great. They married daughters of 
their own race only, and never were allowed to 
have any kind of intercouse with strangers. No 
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Elofjotoec. Opposition, F»bebood. 

Q . ^ . 

CasuallJc*. Spiritual S«crals. 




Digitized byGoOf^lc 



the holy booka^ 
ting. They had 
ight and twenty 
trance of the sun 
hey approached 
itmes and other 
he unity of God 
be his Name I 
:ir secrets, and 
but they pre- 
generation, till 

:ni, the mother 
:, where trial of 
he laid it down 
ithout speaking 
th a golden cup 
npanied by six 
and sprinkled 
, and turned its 
iriest took it by 
e interior of the 
repared on pur- 
and performed 
e priest covered 
landkerciiief : a 



Digitized byGoOgIc 



[M] 

man in tlie world was acqualoted with any of their 
secrets: they alone possessed them. They were 
the authors of the books commonly called the 
books orZ'f/rM (Enoch). They coostmcted temples 
dedicated to spirits, and buildings of magical wis- 
dom. The few of those* who in our time are ac- 
quainted with this knowledge, live retired in some 
islands near the frontiers of Ckirui, and continue 
to tread the steps of their forefathers.* 

The second class of the Hermesians, called /fit- 
rimisakAlpindh'(U&iiyahi the sons of the brother of 
Hennes, whose name was Asclibianos. They mar- 
ried within their own families only, and far from 
giving their countrymen any kind of trouble, they 
became necessary to them in all their business. 
The difference between them and the former con- 
sisted in the use of perfumes allowed to them, and 
in the liberty they Enjoyed to see their relations 
at the entrance of the sun into the several signs of 
the zodiac, and at the commencement of each sea- 
son. On the latter occasion they bad a feast of 
seven days. The^//uif>'ffi^(iA, on the contrary, wen 

* Perhaps the Bra]maiu may be beie alluded to as the Mowera 
of the Hermesian philosophy. On the iotercounie between India. 
£g>-pt, and China, sc« Sir Willism Jones's Anniwl DlicouTtet in 
lh« Auntie Resoarches. 
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continually occupied with reading the holy booLs» 
with acts of devotion, and with fasting. They had 
only one feast in the year, lasting eight and twenty 
days (a month), beginning at the entrance of the sun 
into the sign Aries. At this time they approached 
their relations, and enjoyed perfumes and other 
pleasures of life. They confessed theunity ofGod 
the Creator of all things. Blessed be his Name ! 

They' never cominunicated their secrets, and 
Hermetic treasures to any body, but they pre- 
served them from generation to generation, till 
our days. 

When a child was bom to them, the mother 
took it to the priest of the temple, where trial of 
the children used to be made. She laid it down 
on the threshold of the temple without speaking 
a word. The priest then came with a golden cup 
full of water in his hands, accompanied by six 
other priests. He said prayers, and sprinkled 
water over the child. If it moved, and turned its 
face towards the threshold, the priest took it by 
the hand, and conducted it into the interior of the 
temple, where there was a coffin prepared on pur- 
pose. There they said prayers and performed 
ceremonies for an hour. Then the priest covered 
the face of the child with a silk handkerchief; a 
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green one fur girls, and a red one for boys ; pot 
It in the coffin, shut it up, and took in his hand a 
stick with three heads made of silver, and set with 
jewels and precious stones. 

The father, mother, and relations of the child 
entered at this moment, and performed prayers 
and hymns in humble devotion. The priest then 
struck the coffin with his staff thrice, and cried 
out : " In the name of the Lord thy God who 
" created and made thee^exist by his wisdom, 
" speak out the inmost secrets of the events of thy 
" lifel Amen, -Amen, f6r ever and ever!" The 
whole assembly perfbrmed seven adorations, and 
then stood up. The child said, " Health and 
" heaven's blessing to thee !" The priest returned 
his greetings, and said" What is thy name? In 
" what consists thy sacrifice, and what means of 
*' subsistence dost thou desire? At what hour bast 
** thou been adorned with this noble body, and these 
" gracious features, (i. c. when wert thou born?) 
" Art thou to remain here as thy brethren, or art 
*' thou merely a travelling guest? I ask thee in 
" the name uf God, the all-vivifying, the un- 
" changeable, the eternal One, without end or 
" beginning, in whose power are all things visible 
" and invisible, the Lord of heaven and earth, the 
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** most High and supreme Being ; and I conjure 
*' (hee to answer and promise, that as long as thou 
" shalt exist in this world, thou wilt never reveal 
," our secrets to any stranger." 

The child promised it in the name of truth, 
which. is written on the table existing from the 
beginning of things, in the table of Fate preserved 
in heaven. The child was theu told, that he was 
received amongst the number of the wise and 
learned, the sons of science ; or amongst the mas- 
ters of mechanical arts and works. They con- 
versed with him on every subject. They put him 
different questions, and heard his answers. A 
priest standing by noted the answers on a table of 
stone, and hung it up in the temple. 

After this, they called the child, opened the 
coffin, purified it with fumigations, and performed 
a sacrifice consisting of a quadruped, or a bird. 
They burat the blood shed, purified the body, and 
wrapt it up in a piece of fine white linen an hun- 
dred and twenty fold for a male, and sixty for a 
female. They put it into a pot of earth, and depo- 
sited it in the pit of sacrifices. All this was per- 
formed according to secret rites known to nobody 
but. themselves. 

The coffin mentioned was made in the sh;ipe of 
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a little chest, or the length of the child, made of 
olive wood, and adorned with gold and precious 
stones. If the child happened afterwards to tnen- 
tion thjs mysterious reception, they rejected it, 
saying, " This child cannot be trusted with our 
" secrets and mysteries, for it may betray them." 
They afterwards brought forward some fault on 
which they grounded their exclusion. If the ini- 
tiatcd person had already grown up, and wished 
to withdraw from their order, he was sure to die 
within three days. 

One of their greatest secrets was involved in the 
sacrifice of their great feast. They took seven 
bulls and seven rams, and fed them with certain 
herbs, called Haskishal ui Zohrah and T^ulmalik 
and In their language Shtkrek^ during seven days, 
and gave tliem purified water to drink. The 
seventh day of the week they decked them out 
with gold and jewels, and bound them in golden 
chains. The priests sung prayers, hymns, and 
-psalms in the great temple. The people arrai^ed 
in their different classes, worshipped God. The 
chief of the sacrificers advanced then, and made 
with the triple staff a sign to the bulls and rams, 
which, without any other action or impube, were 
thereby delivered from their chains, advanced, and 
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volunUrity stretched out their necks towards the 
sacriBcer, who immolated them. The heads of 
the -victims were put in the coffin, and the rest of 
their hodies embalmed with difiereut kinds of 
drugs, as aloes, amber, musk, camphor, and sto* 
rjfx, and the great prayer begatit 

Every priest appeared in the dress of his class, 
reading the holy books. They prostrated them- 
selves to the earth, remaining thus for a whole 
hour, and after they had raised their heads, the 
iirst of the sacrificers began to speak on all the 
events to be divined from this. He was followed 
hy the second and third, and so on till the last. 
One of the priests wrote down every speech, the 
results of which they compared. 

As they practised different rites, the real im^ 
port and meaning of which nobody could tell but 
themselves; and all this proves sufficiently the 
great care with which they kept their secrets 
hidden. They said, ** These things are come down 
-from our father Adam, Seth, and Memus, or Edris 
(Enoch), tlie triple." There were sundry other par- 
ticulars worthy to be mentioned ; but we will not 
exceed the bounds of our expressed purpose. 

The third class was called Ashrikiyin (Eastern), 
or the children of the sister of Uermes, who is. 
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known amongst the Greek by the name of Tris- 
megislos Thoosdios. This class was intermixed with 
some strangers and profane, who found means to 
get hold of the expressions of their hearts. Their 
sciences and knowledge are come down to us. 

The fourth class, denominated Mash^tyun, 
(tmlkers, or peripatetic philosopher s}t was formed by 
the strangers, who found means to mingle with 
the children and family of Hermes. They were 
the first who introduced the worship of the stars 
and constellations, and who forsook the worship 
of the God of Gods. (Be his glory exalted — there 
is no other God but him!) From hence came 
their divisions, and every thing that has been 
handed down to us, proceeds origiually from these 
two sects, t\i& jiskr&kiyAn, eastern, xad MatkAwun, 
peripatetic philosophers. 

Learn then, O reader I the secrets, mysteries, 
and treasures of the Hieroglyphics, not to be found, 
and not to be discovered any where else. For- 
merly a knowledge of them could not be acquired 
but by immense pains and expense, by a great 
number of years, and a IcMctg course of travels, aod 
now loj these treasures are laid opeti for thy eo- 
joymenL Take possession of them, keep and guard 
them with the utmost care and secrecy. Pro* 
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fonndly learned philosophers and carious students 
only have attained this knowledge. Let us now 
proceed to explain the hieroglyphics promised 
above. 

SECOND SERIES. 

lEtroglj'pkics significant of Words relating to Trees 
and PtatUs, and their Produce, 

Tree. Vine. Palm Tree. Fruit Tk«. Wild Tree. 

I7gWW\l . ^^^ • ^ • ^^ww\ 



Plants. Pot Herbs. Grass, Herbs. 

PoisoDoQS Plants. Medk^Plonts. Olive Tree. TheLoteTm-. 

'^ • m • ^ • -^ • ^ 

MaQows. Bari^. Cora. Leaf. Flower, 

»^- 3 • t -u -^ 

Root. IUm. Lint Tuneiiilc. Maodragon. 
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Cypren. KutTree. Fruit. Fniit. Peach. - 

Grape. Pomegranate. Quince. Odoriferous Herbt. 

BaiUicoD. Ear of Com, Melilot. Cloves. Indian Aloe. 

Spikenard. 

^^•4i •¥ • § • fl 

Endive. Lentil. Oil of Plants. C^Dnamon. 

m . [^ . II . ^ 

A uteciet of Aloe Bezoor. Balsam. Tetiac. 

called Ud-ul-Baik. 

Medicine, Remedy. Compound, Hot. Cold. Wet. 

^•y .^-^ -^ 

Dry. Tender, Thia. lliick. Sweet. Bitter.' 
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Parified. Wdldotie, Ttiapciste. Acrid. Drying. 



fibtObttioa. SaUisnUkM. Barcniog. Solutkn. Comipting. 



Soar. DiMdwd. Cat, Clear. Corroboiative. 

Parified. Wdl dotie, Ttiapciste. 

V'V-A 

>iitiIi«tioa. SaUisnUkM. Barcniog, 
Cakiimdoa.- TritarstiOD. Orioding. Sifting. Mixing. 

Oilii^ Pari^Dg, Boiling. Tyii^, 



Htuateoing. Salt. VegetRble Salt. V^table Water. 

C&mGa. . Y'uKffa. Eixprasied Juice. Tatfi. A. 
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Apple. Ka^arat. A. SeMnw. Cttaa. Hoo^.- 

SafrOD. ' GiuD Swidrei. Af^nifd. J 
Fig. Indiftn Spikenard. Pruio, nun 

II- Ct '/Qh-Q'ik 

Stonx, Fnnkinceiue. . Ciitt. Hulk. Amber. 

B • ¥ • lii - tr - s? 

Ijiudaniun. Fitch. Naptho. Maono. Btmk.h. 



Sabar. A. Hynh. SafrOD. ' Gunt Ssodrei. MimUi. A. 



Gum, Mulberry. Fig. Indian Spikenard. Pruio, Plant. 



- AAA -, AAA -. W 

M(imij'&, vii. Sweet Marjoram. i GUrCiUn. A. 

the drugs used 
for eml»lmiiig. 

Itue. t Onion. Uiueed. . CottoiL 
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C: . Y . W . S 

Silk. ZmsmHim. A' Swallow Wort. Sugar., 

Aa Herb. 

s .^ . li . X 

SUarim. A, KItiiaifjdH, A. Camomile. KaUariyiu, A, 

CN AAA 

ly : ' AAA 



Galingale. 



MizariyU. A. A Kind of Berry. A. 



Now we iiave to mention, if it pleases God, the 
bieroglyphical figures Tor minerals, or the Third 
Series of Hieroglyphics. 

The philosopher Dishdm mentions these signs 
in his book on the qualities of planets and minerals. 
He used this alphabet to design their secret qua- 
lities. Learn it, and keep it well, O reader, for it 
is one of the profoundest secrets. 
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THE FOURTH SERIES. 

Hieroglyphics expressive of Words amdldtas belonging 
to MineraU, 



A Mine. Gold. SilT«ri Stone. Jewd. 

•B • O • ? • 9 

Serpentine Stotie. Quicluilver. Crystal. Biais. 

Magneiis. Marcasite. Gold Mucasite. te»K. Talc- 

-^ . ^^ . =A^ . ^ 

Tutly. Cinnabar. Mineral Water. Antimony. 

y ' A} ' ° — ° ' "^ • =^ 

Lead. Magnet. Powder. Iran. Pure Iron. 

Borax. Clay. Burnt CUy. Chtlk. Asha. 
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nWU) Leftd. .&a. A. Barntiiaa. A. Calcindd Iron. 



' A * ^ * § * © 

Alkali. B^it. A. Allum. K'afroa. Verdigrease. 

•^ • X • :il£i • rrm 

Tire Stono. Talc. Titir. A. Tin. 

BdkkatK A. Turkois. Green Viliiol. Borax. 



Unrefined Borax. Onyx. Ruby. I^pis Lazuli. 

♦ • nt • K . V • ^ 

"KadStt. A. Corneliim. Coral. Niirah. A. Sal Ammoniac. 

'f' • ¥ * "^ • "U 

CM. Orpiment, Aisenic Red Orpiment. Red Gay. 
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'^ . ^ . .flu . ■ 

m • i-'i '^ 

A Spedes of Green stone. Sulphur. Sailur. A. A Yellow Stoitfc 
Khamilidn. A. A Kind of Emerald, Agate. A Gnea Stoob 
AdAtnantiiie Spar. Sawin. A. Skixanah. A. Serpent Stone. 

i • ;^ • ^ • ^ 

Bitumen. Diamond, A Cenwr. Iron chain. 

A Transparent Cutting Of Solution of Trituration of 
Stune. Stooflt. Stones. Stunei. 

Engravitig llajar-us' A Kind of A Snail Shell. H^ar 
of Stones. «>%. A. ShdU £iMli.A. 
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H^ar-w-rtM. A. Htgar-w^ E^ar^ul-tnA. A. Coals. 
TO&aa. A. 



Crucible. Artificial Well. Kk&rAtA. A. Fixed Qiuckiilver. 



Aitifidiil Well. SUrrfnl. A. F 

Totantioa of Stones. Compontion of Stones. Mxrble Stone. 

Caldnatiou of Stones. Bezoac. Silver Magnet Blood Stone. 

Hiffor-Ml-KJuittif. A. Rain Stone. Rock Salt. . NauUia Stone. 
Hailr 

: • ^i^ • } • t^ 

KaMr, A. Btfjw ttm&tti. A. Serpentine Stone. CaUyriiim. 

R • $ • /y ■ • 

Amad, A. loslrument for Breaking and A Pestle and 

Cutting. Cleaving. Mortar. 
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Kit<Aat-ul-Hofar. A. Water springit^ Hereom«iy parti oularij 
from tho Aeck. applied to Stone. 

And here end the figures of the hierogf^-p^cs, 
which we have fouDd, and can make out. 

We have mentioned only those we are certain 
of, but these we know to be exact and right. Per- 
haps every one of these figures may hav<! hwj more 
than one signification, acttording to the difiermt 
classes of priests, who wishing to hide their secrets 
one from the other, gatre their gigns cUfierent 
meanings. 
. God is the leader to the best. 
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APPENDIX. 



JtUidiluyian Alphabets preserved fy the JVabatkeans^ 
Chaldetms, and Sabeans. 

J HE first called the Shtsfdm alphabet^ was used for 
writing sentences of wisdom on clay, which being 
burnt became pottery {v. orig. p. 11 4-) 

The following alphabet was also used by the 
Pharaohs, who convinced of its being an antidilu- 
viaii one, used to write with it the books of prayer 
,and liturgies, which they used in their temples 
before their gods. 

I have myself seen in Upper Egypt, inscription 
tables and stones engraved with this alphabet. 
The Pharaohs firmly believed in its antiquity, and 
the Nabatheans and Chaldeans continued in the 
same opinion (t. orig. p. I15-) 

The original alphabets, from which all other 
amcient and modem ones have been derived, are 
no more than three. 
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I. The old Syrian alphabet^ or the first original 
divine alphabet, taught by God the Almighty to 
Adam. 

a. The CeUslial a^hahel, or the alphabet in 
which the books which Seth (health be with htm), 
received from heaven were written. 

3. The alphabet of Enoch brought down by the 
angel Gabriel. 

This opinion is generally received and agreed 
upon by difierent nations and sects. 

Chanukha has confirmed the truth in his books. 
Agalhodaitnon is of the same opinion in his book 
on secret things. He says, that all divine (inspired) 
legislators have preserved their secrets in one of 
these three alphabets. The indication of this great 
man was our guide, we have collected and copied 
these alphabets, according to his opinions and 
belief. Pay attention, in order that thou mayst 
walk in the right path. 

The i^rian alphabet had, according to the 
opinion of the roost learned men, the following 
characters (v. orig. p. 117]. 

These, however, were the figures of the letters 
in the earliest ages, which were changed by tinier 
as you may pqrceive (v. orig. p. 118). 

This is the alphabet in which Adam (peace fa^ 
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with him) wrote his books. Who says the con- 
trary says falsehood, and God knows the best. 

On the Sfamshim Alphabet- 
It was inspired by divine revelation, and varied 
in four different manners by the people who used 
it, viz. the Hermesians^ the JVabaiheanSy ihe Saheans, 
and Chaldeans. These arc the four most ancient 
people, from whom all modern nations have deri- 
ved their writing. 

The characters of the Hermesians, with the par- 
ticular names and powers of their letters. 



:haracter. 


Name. 


Fowa. 


T 


ytj'Uim 


A. 


f 


Tamt 


I.rY. 


/ID 
III 


Ka-a 


K/iard. 


t 


Ghim 


Gh. 


i 


BUam 


B. 
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3banefer. 


NUK. 


Pomr. 


n 


*%*«< 


K scft. 


t 


Xi,, 


R. 


X 


Jahim 


J English. 


A 


Sha 


Sh ditto. 


1 


Damn 


D. 


^ 


M/ff-ib 


M. 


e 


Tanras 


T. 


^ 


m 


H soft. 


LJ 




N. 


■". 


Thanad 


Th in Tkink. 


2 


WiA„d 


W, U. 
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iutetsr. 


Nw». 


Po«M> 


i 


&^na> 


s. 


\. 


tMjun 


Kh. 


<2> 


Zd 


Z- 


P 


lAgh^l 


L. 


y 


Ayr 


(OA. 


y 


ZiyVM 


(t)Z. 


f 


SUm 


M • 


rr\ 


Zalap 


z. 


9 


Tatar 


MT. 


Imnl 


HUal 


Hhtird. 


^ 


/SkK 


F. 
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Ch&ncler. 


Nime. 


Power. 


r 


^^onoz 


(v»Z. 


^ 


cm 


Ch English, 


V 


Kam 


A kind of hard K. ' 


! 


J^ajrwi 


Akindojti. 


^ 


Paf. 


P. 


^ 


m 


A kind of K. 


^ 


Za^imap 


A kind of Z. 


e 


Him 


A sort of soft H. 


1 


Japlal 


.< «.«(«/ J English. 


m 


Jasau 


A kind of an^ound of ChmidZ. 


^ 


Jayigh. 


J French. 
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Many (tf (Jbifse letters are not used either iq 
Arabic or Persian, except by those who have the 
Jcnowlcdge of this language. They^ are arranged 
in a contrary order to that commonly received of 
A; B,' C. The order in which they are disposed, 
it rounded on the nature of their language. Un- 
derstand this, that thou mayst go the right way. . 

The Nabatheana gave the preference to the 
figures of animals, disposed according to their 
natural order, and each of these figures had Ux 
secret significatioDj Viz. 

If they -wished to express a powerful, brave, 
cunning, and avaricious king, they painted the 
figure of a man with the head of a lion, pointing 
with one of his fingers to a fox before him. If 
thcf wished to express the attribute of under- 
standing, sagacity, and wisdom, they represented 
a man with the head of an elephant, pointing with 
one of bis finders to a sitting ape. If they wished 
to give him the attributes of justice, generosity, and 
liberality, they drew a man with a bird's head, and 
before him a balance, a sun, and a moon. If they ' 
meant to represent him cruel, faithle^, and igno- 
rant they gaVe him a dog's, ass's, or boar's head, 
with a pot of fire, and a sword before him. 

A sick, weak, and decrepid man was represented 
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by the figure of a man, followed by the figures 

S A ■ I w and before him the figure of 

Saturn,$ometimeswiththefigures ■ O L^AA* 

A niaa killed by violent death, was represented 
by the figure of a man with the head of an owl, or 
a bat, and behind htm a scorpion with the character 
AAjy and the figure of the devil behind him, with 

these characters % w'lJj S f 'If • 

If he was poisoned, he was represented with 
a crab'st or beetle's head, and a glass, or bowl, 

before him, and the characters I?'''?'' \ IT* 

Death occasioned by plague, a hot fever, or cor- 
ruption of the blood and the humours, was repre- 
sented by a man sitting in a chair, with an arrow 
in his hand and over his head a upon the 

back of the chair, and before him the figures 

4n J x: 



.Google 



Honours, authority, aad a comfortable situation, 
were de«igned by a man holding in hig hand a 
ball, or circle, upon bis head a crown, before liim 
a raven, and behind him a dog, with these charac 
ters in a circle round them 

A man of perfect wisdom and understanding, 
accmnplifibed in alt his ways, and without the least 
blame, was painted with a beautiful face, with wings 
like an angel, holding in his hands a boolc, in 
which he looked, a sword and a balance, and be* 
hind him two vases, one of them full of water, and 
the- other of blazing fire. Under his right foot a 
bail, with a crab painted on it, and under his left 
a deep pot full of serpents, scorpions, and diffe* 
rent reptiles, the covering of which had the shapo 
of an eagle's head. 

See, my son 1 these are the secrets of these 
people, with which nobody was acquainted but 
themselves. I have seen, in one of the hierogly- 
phical buildings in Upper .Egypt, the represeu* 
tjition I am going to describe. 
U 
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This building was a temple of the Lord j4donai, 
whom sun and moon serve. It represented a coffin, 
adorned with curious figures and admirable orna- 
ments. A vine growing, with its leaves spread 
over it. The Lord (God) was standing upon the 
coGfio, with a staff' in his hand, out of the end of 
which a tree shot forth and overshadowed it. 

Behind the coffin was seen a pit full of blazing 
fire, and four angels catching serpents, scorpions, 
and other noxious reptiles, throwing them into it. 
On his head a crown of glory; on his right the sun, 
and on his left the moon, and in his hand a ring, with 
the twelve signs of the zodiac. Before the coffin, 
an olive tree sprouted forth, under the branches 
of which different kind ef animals were collected. 
On the left, and a litlle further back, a high 
mountain was seen, with seven golden towers sup- 
porting the sky. A hand stretched forth from 
this sky, poured out light, and pointed with his 
fingers to the olive tree. There was also the figure 
ofaTOan, whose head .was in the sky, and whose 
feet were on the earth. His hands and feet were 
bound. Before the Lord stood seven censers, two 
pots, a vase filled with perfumes, spices, and a 
bottle with a long neck (retort), containing storax. 
The hieroglyphic representing day, was under hi$ 
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right foot, and the hieroglyphic representing night, 
under his lef^. Before the Lord was laid, on a 
high desk, the book of universal nature, where- 
on a representation and names of the planets, the 
constellations, the stations, and every thing that 
Is found in the highest heaven, was painted. There 
was also an urn filled half with earth and half with 
sand, (viz. the hieroglyphics of earth and sand 
being represented therein). A suspended ever- 
burning lamp, dates, olives, and in a 
vase of emerald. A table of black bazalt with 
seven lines, the four elements, the figure of a man 
carrying away a dead body, and a dog upon a 
lion. 

These, O brother, are the mysterious keys to 
the treasures of secrets, of ancient and modem 
knowledge^ The wise may guess the whole from 
a part. It is impossible to embrace here the whole 
extent of this knowledge. We have here ^tated the 
ground of the business, giving the representation 
of things in general, their ends, courses, move- 
ments, turns, and returns, so that thou mightegt 
easily and by degrees distinguish the one from the 
other, and at last become master of all the secrets 
of the world. These hints are sufficient for him 
who has organs, and an understanding heart. 
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Here follows one of the hidden alphabets above 
mentioned (see orig. p. 129). 

The uext following alphabet was used by the 
Sabeans in their taliimans, tnegical alarm-posts, 
and astrological conjuration tables, 

jigaikodaimon says, that it is from this source he 
drew the art of his talismans, in which he is un. 
'paralleled among either ancients or modems. 
Learn, therefore, and comprehend this alphabet 
(see orig. p. ISO.) . 

The Chaldeans were the wisest men of their 
times, being well acquainted with every science 
and art. Their first equals and rivals were the 
Curds. But, however, there is as great a difference 
between these two nations, as between a glow worm 
and ifxtd star.* The first superiority the Curds 
had over them, was in agriculture and botany. 
They pretended to descend from the sons of^ni^-u.. 
shad, and to have got possession of the books of 
JJaat on agriculture, and of the books of Safritk 
and Cooifumi. They pretended to have all the 
seven antediluvian books inspired by heaven. 

They pretended to possess the art of magic and 

* Being iiBpassible to rendet in EoglUli the UkcMn o( Muttdf 
between lurah and Hura, it hai been thought ptoptr to tntodtte 
glowxSom Aitd^xed slar, instead oSdtut and P/dadet. 
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talismans, but this is not to ; for alt these sciences 
were banded down to them from the Chaldeans, 
vho first cultivated them. This pretension to 
the antiquity of their learning, is the reason of 
the inveterate hatred between the Chaldeans and 
Curds. 

The oldest Chaldean alphabet (see orig. p. \$3). 

Another Chaldean alphabet (see orig. p. 13S). 

Another old unknown edphabet (see orig. p, 134). 

This the Curds falsely pretend to be the alpha- 
bet, in which Bimshad and Mdssi Surali composed 
all their scientific and mechanical works. 

We are ignorant to what alphabet tbese letters 
belong, as we never could make but the language . 
which they express ; but I saw at Bagdad, thirty- 
three inscriptions written in this alphabet 

During my stay at Damascus, I met with twa 
books, one of them on the cuUurt of the vine and the 
palm tree, the other on water, and the means of find- 
ing it out in unknotm ground. 1 translated them 
both from the Curdic language into Arabic, for 
the benefit of mankind. This is the reason this 
treatise was not finished before. I finished it at 
last, with Heaven's assistance, after one and twenty 
years, and have, by the grace of God, attained the 
object proposed. I deposited it in tlie treasury of 
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the Calif Jbd-ul-malik bin Marw&n: be his reign 
glorious, and may he be the everlasting column of 
the failh .' 

Tuesday, the third of lite month o^ Ramazant 
in the year two hundred and forty-one after the 
Hijralu 

Praised be God \ 



The first copy of the manuscript before us, was 
taken from the original by Hasan Bin Faraj^ Sin 
Alt, Sin Damtd, Sin Sin&ti, Sin ThSat, Sin Karra 
at HaTToniy M Sabali, An JVukdni, I'ucsday the 
seventh of the month of Rabi-ul dihir, in the year 
four hundred and thirteen of the Hijrah; and this 
copy (the one from which this was printed), which 
was made from it, was begun Monday the second 
of the month of Muharram, in the year of the 
Hijrah, one thousand, one hundred, and sixty-six. 
And it was finished on Friday, the tenth of the 
month of Jamddt ul AUiir, of the same year. 



rri«icd by W. Bulncr uid Co. Clndindiow. 
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f>i j*^' j^y* iji)^ ^/cjj'^^u^ 

Aar-w> JfivA 5JysJ,\ Aic-" ' C^ tXJj -1* i5^ 
I 1 11 u-bJ\j 3yt«j t^l^-y *;:-' A:«jj^4i 

^L«y CJ1<^ ^>^^^ ^^^->^ j«^^^ t^-^^f^^ r^^ 

_y^ tj-< (j^^ ij^ (i»y.^ nil i-iJij 

(J ^l^UX^ ^^ u\::r^ W ft r ^c^ A,,,£«u^ 
trf /^^ L>i "^"^ i-i-JlJ |.^!i\ j,^ Uyt, 
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J^Xl y^ 3ojid,l iie-ii^ Juts' (y-« jj» 

pj ij«jj\ jjjU\ l^j^\ ijijyj C-jIS JJ^ 

t^fiji\ trf "**"' I— yj |.^!il j)-«j 'jf>^ 
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3vJV;ii £Ri.i A . r . \T» J . <>jJ>J,\ CJ^l (y^ 

j,tJ\3 4iJ^l-!,l tr**^^ |iV • *iJial-"j-*il< 
* J ♦ 
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13* 
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13a 



Xsue \i^j , *i^ ^/*--< ^W ^J^f^^ C«j*r 






• [t- TTT - rfl -o— 0-.AA 
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irt 



4y\ii y^j . jM?5l/j *(J^^ aj^/ (i)^' 
i\/» icy c^\rVl, . U^l, i/ji!\ t>yU 

. oLjJl t/=]>»;^ i-^M( Aj.t_a (J JjJl 
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•all? ;|>E 
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(^1 A^^. ^J***** • u*^^ t,>s^^ tlJjiV 

J, *^ur,A5)\ (i^ ti J . (jw\ ^!j-i v^ 

Jii^^O^ . iXetf^^y ^^^ (^^ u^ ^ ^^ 

■ ^ c -> -» ' ^ c " ' ' 
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. fj^\ *Say Ci? iiC:jiJ^\j . (ii^'iXf 
f-ij liij . lJj~ii\ «1=^ c-^ ilsCtj lV^Ij 
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